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FROM OUR GRADUATES 
Carolyn Belcher Elliott:  “Always enjoy your great efforts on behalf of our Class of ‘60 especially the production of 
the monthly newsletter. 
Howard Dudgeon’s contributions are always entertaining & informative.  I found interesting this month that a relative of 
mine (older cousin) was mentioned.  John Frank Baugh who founded SYSCO Corp. was the only child of a Great Aunt on 
my Mother’s side….. my Grandmother’s younger sister).  We were a close-knit family having yearly reunions and always 
visiting in between so all the family members really knew each other.  The cousins grew up together in the Waco and 
Houston Areas. 
John Frank was a super guy and a favorite among the cousins.  Graduate of WHS and attended Baylor University later 
becoming a Regent there.   Philanthropy was the name of his game!  His only child, Barbara Nell (Babs) was a Baylor 
student and involved with the Baylor Bards & Rhapsody in White during her early undergraduate years and continued 
support of the organization throughout its existence. 
I always received a personally signed Christmas card from him and wife until his health intervened in approximately 
2005.  I guess being in that age group is a good excuse for curtailing that activity.” 

Tommye Blair Toler: “Thanks again Jeanne for another winner. I really enjoyed Nancy’s article and David’s article.” 

Stan Lennard: “Though I was not a part of the reunions through the years and made little contributions, I want to 
thank you and your helpers for keeping our class alive and informed and entertained. This Crier is especially 
wonderful. What a class we had!” 

David Dibb: “Nice to be published in the same issue as a professional.  I liked the double-pane window story.” 
Tim Lasseter Latta: “Loved the TC this month (Nov), especially ‘sometimes you’re the dog and sometimes you’re the 
hydrant.’ ” 

Betty Luedeker Gatlin: “Started laughing at the jokes and haven't stopped.  Great way to start my day off.   
Thank you to everyone who contributed toward the Reunion.  We have a lot of nice people in our class.  I really 
enjoyed catching up.”  
Ken Baker:  “Thank you for continuing to publish the Waco Town Crier.  It provides a newsy update on our classmates 
that would go missed otherwise.  I so wanted to go to the 65th reunion but the dementia continues to reduce my sweet 
Scoot’s abilities to function…your newsletter is appreciated.” 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

9/10	 	 Sondi Nelson Pace 
13	 	 Jerry Causey 
16	 	 Chinky Johnson 
17	 	 David McPhail 
24	 	 Hal Johnson 
26 	 	 Howard Dudgeon, Joan Beaty, Settle 
28	 	 Dayla Miller Webb 
31	 	 Elizabeth Bentley 
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A SHOT OF WHISKEY’ 
In the old west a .45 cartridge for a six-gun cost 12 cents, so did a glass of whiskey. If a cowhand was low on cash, he 
would often give the bartender a cartridge in exchange for a drink. This became known as a "shot" of whiskey. 
THE WHOLE NINE YARDS 
American fighter planes in WW2 had machine guns that were fed by a belt of cartridges. The average plane held belts 
that were 27 feet (9 yards) long. If the pilot used up all his ammo, he was said to have given it the whole nine yards. 

Howard Dudgeon: a) “M Lipsitz Company has been in business in Waco since 1895, 130 years.” 
b)  Dick Tooker’s bumper music and his radio program in the late 1950s was ‘Flip Flop and Bop’ by Floyd Cramer. 
C)  Kevin Costner used to order barbecue from Uncle Dans. 

 

 

Your editor, Jeanne Holland Harman, wants to recommend a book that I have really enjoyed reading. Not too long ago I 
saw an interview on TV in which Lionel Richie talked about his new autobiography- TRULY.  He was asked how long it 



took him to write it and he said, “my lifetime.”   I have been a fan of Lionel Richie’s music for a long time.   I was lucky to 
see him in concert and still remember it vividly.  I did not want that night or experience to end as it was such a delightful 
evening with such beautiful music to my ears!     

TRULY is written very well to hold one’s interest.  It is full of humor which I have laughed out loud all by myself many 
times.  It tells how he got started with the Commodores-- in fact, the interesting way the group got its name. He even 
mentions some songs I had to research as I was not familiar with the name, melody or beat... for instance, Machine Gun 
and Brick House.  Richie said he got his start as a painfully shy, late bloomer ‘holding a saxophone’ .  This late bloomer 
went forward in life with all the ups and downs to become the musical legend that he is today.  As I read how Richie got 
his inspiration for each of the different songs he wrote, I would play them in my mind or actually play them from my own 
sound system.  

To quote one of the book reviews I read, TRULY is “a soulful meditation on resilience, creativity, and gratitude. From 
Richie’s modest beginnings in Tuskegee, Alabama, to his global rise as one of the most recognizable voices in music, 
Richie opens the doors to his past with the same warmth and sincerity that define his greatest songs.” 

If you choose to read this book, I hope you will enjoy it as much as I did. What an explosion of talent erupted after this 
shy lad, born and raised in Tuskegee, Alabama was given a saxophone! 

PICTURES 

John & Judy Anderson: “From the Northwest Passage (Greenland to Nome, AK through a series of islands far 
above the Northern border of Canada and Alaska).  Most notable as the burial ground of maybe 2000 
explorers, John Franklin died (with 120 crew) on his 3rd attempt.  40 rescue missions were sent to find 
him...they didn’t for almost 100 years and then only after asking native Indians...they knew where he and 
his crew and 3 boats were sunk below the ice.  We saw Narwhals, walrus, musk ox, Big white whales, arctic 
fox. 
Back in Boston the leaves are yellow, or none, or a few drape the forests.  Almost feel like rolling up in a 
comfortable cave and wait for spring.  Just got back from 2 weeks in Japan- -Tokyo area.  My “home” for 6 
years...long ago, when I was young and alive. 
In two months we are going to Senegal and The Gambia and Istanbul and Madeira.  Must keep ahead of my 
shadow- it looms behind.”  
Side note: Sir John Franklin’s ill-fated expedition to find the Northwest Passage was in 1845–46. 

Northwest Passage 
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