
In Memory Of  
Perry Head 

April 24, 1941 - February 18, 2021 
          
Perry Head, 79, of Gatesville, passed away on Thursday, February 
18, 2021, in Waco. 
 
Perry was born on April 24, 1941, in Waco, to the late William 
Perry and Willie Stelle Head. He grew up in Waco and graduated 
from Waco High School in 1960. He worked at Hercules in 
McGregor for many years, until he opened Unique Machine Shop 
in 1977, in Oglesby. He was married to Dolores Saffle Head for 25 
years, until she preceded him in death. He later married Phyllis 
Caldwell Gellasch on June 18, 1994. For many years, he coached 
girls’ softball and was instrumental in bringing the softball 
program to Gatesville High School. He loved fishing, especially in 
south Texas and Mexico, hunting and the outdoors. He also 

enjoyed spending time on his ranch with his cattle and watching his 
grandchildren's sporting activities. Perry supported his community and in 2009 was honored with 
having the Coryell County Youth Fair dedicated to him. He was very generous, patriotic, loving 
and "loved life" in general. He was a member of the Church of Christ. 
 
Perry had his "own sense of humor" and always wanted a large family to love. He is survived by 
his wife, Phyllis Head; children, Deanna Lueckenotte and husband, Bryan, Trina Chamberlain 
and husband, Phil, Lisa Carothers and husband, Larry, Tara Jordan and husband, Todd, Richard 
Gellasch and wife, Jenny; sister, Carolyn Kline and husband, Jerry; grandchildren, Taylor 
Lueckenotte, Brad Carothers and wife, Amber, Justin Carothers and wife, Whitney, Christopher 
Erwin and wife, Ashley, Crockett Carothers, Justin Jaynes and wife, Sami, Lacy Gellasch, Taite 
Gellasch and wife, Kristina, Kipp Gellasch, Ty Jordan, Brookelyn Jordan; great-grandchildren, 
Curry, Darcy, Brady, Grace, Presley and Bailey Rae; and many nieces and nephews. 
 
In lieu of flowers, the family has designated memorials be made to the Coryell County Youth 
Fair, P.O. Box 133, Gatesville, TX 76528.

Contact Information for Perry’s family:
PO Box 7
Oglesby, TX 76561

Aubrey Stringer knew Perry quite well and had used Perry’s machine shop, which Aubrey reports 
is a very good shop.  Aubrey and Perry had taken Industrial Arts in high school from Pop Werner 
and Fritz Linnstaedter when the shop room was located in the basement of Waco High School. A 
funny story that Aubrey related:
 
Aubrey needed some particular metal part, as it was one of two and one had broken.  Aubrey had 
ordered it but it was coming from China and had never gotten here.  The China part was going to 



cost about $300 if and when it would ever arrive.  Aubrey decided to take the good part over to 
Perry to see if Perry could make it.  With Perry’s personality he said, “It’s metal, ain’t it?  We are 
a metal shop ain’t we?” (This was just Perry’s humor, not that he did not know how to speak 
correctly).  Therefore, Aubrey left the part there thinking that since it was going to be specially 
made, it might cost upwards of $300…but when you really need something, sometimes money is 
no object.  When Aubrey went back to pick up the piece, he asked how much he owed.  Perry 
replied, “Nothing, I might need a board cut sometime.”

Aubrey also had another story about Perry.  Aubrey told a friend who was needing some metal 
work done about Perry’s shop.  One day, out of the blue, Aubrey opened a letter from Perry that 
also contained a nice-sized check.  It was a “thank you” for the referral which had turned out to 
be good job for Perry.


