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Trivia:  Some Charming Towns with Stunning fall Colors:  

 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/32-charming-small-towns-with-stunning-fall-colors/ss-
AAH1K5q?ocid=spartandhp  
 
Alpine, Arizona 
Bastrop, Texas 
Blairsville, Georgia 
Cascade, Idaho 
Casper, Wyoming 
Cedar City, Utah 
Cumberland, Maryland 
Delaware, Ohio 
Dublin, Ohio 
Estes Park, Colorado 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 
Fayetteville, West Virginia 
Fish Creek, Wisconsin 
Grand Marais, Minnesota 
Greenville, Maine 
Hartwell, Georgia 
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 
Leavenworth, Washington 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania 
Lewes, Delaware 
Lincoln and Woodstock, New Hampshire 
Moberly, Missouri 
Nashville, Indiana 
Pendleton, South Carolina 
Peninsula, Ohio 
Rockport, Maine 
Romulus, New York 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Tupper Lake, New York 
Urbanna, Virginia 
Watkins Glen, New York 
 

   

***       PLEA FROM BOB EASTER:     *** 
“I am looking for a copy of the 5th Grade Ms. Williams (or Grisham?) class at North Waco Elementary School.  If 
anyone has it, please send it to me. I would love to have photos of any grades from Brooke Ave Elem, i.e. first through 
fourth grade. I know someone has some of these photos and I would be forever grateful if they would share them 
with me.  I have the 6th Grade Ms. Sanders class photo if anyone would like a copy. It brings back so many memories 
and the fact Ms. Sanders took no grief from any kid and we loved her for that leadership and lessons. Wish our 
current school administrators could understand toughness is not being mean and it is okay to hurt the little ones’ 
feelings if they are out of line. “ 
– Bob Easter Bob@easterandeaster.com       cell-512-346-1692 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/32-charming-small-towns-with-stunning-fall-colors/ss-AAH1K5q?ocid=spartandhp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/32-charming-small-towns-with-stunning-fall-colors/ss-AAH1K5q?ocid=spartandhp
mailto:Bob@easterandeaster.com


Some Hospital Information:    according to  

 
2019-20 best hospitals for cardiology and heart surgery-   
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/2019-20-best-hospitals-for-cardiology-and-heart-surgery/ss-

AAF3zk3?ocid=spartandhp  

1. Cleveland Clinic- Cleveland, Ohio 
2. Mayo Clinic- Rochester, Minnesota 
3. Cedars-Sinai Medical Center- Los Angeles, CA 
4. NY Presbyterian- Columbia and Cornell-  NYC 
5. Massachusetts  General  Hospital-  Boston 
6. Mount Sinai Hospital-  NYC 
7. Northwestern Memorial Hospital-  Chicago, IL 
8. UCLA Medical Center-  Los Angeles, CA 
9. Brigham and Women’s Hospital-  Boston, MA 
10. Stanford Health Care-  Stanford Hospital-  Palo Alto, CA 

 

2019-20 best hospitals for cancer   
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/2019-20-us-news-best-hospitals-for-cancer/ss-

AAF3BPn?ocid=spartandhp  

1.  M D Anderson-  Houston, TX 
2. Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center-  NY 
3. Mayo Clinic-  Rochester, MN 
4. Johns Hopkins Hospital- Baltimore MD 
5. Dana Farber/Brigham & Women’s Cancer Center-  Boston, MA 
6. Cleveland Clinic-  Cleveland Ohio 
7. UPMC Presbyterian Shadyside-  Pittsburg, PA 
8. Tie: Massachusetts General Hospital- Boston 

H Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and Research Institute-   Tampa, FL 
     10. Northwestern Memorial Hospital-   Chicago, IL 

 
 

 

***      Bonnie Burson:  Good news… and building for sale    *** 
Here is some good news.......My husband, Richard Chapman, received an all gone report on his lymphoma 
cancer last Tuesday.  We are so happy and relieved. Of course, the oncologists will continue to check him 
every few months.   
Also, I would like to mention again that my 15,000 sq. ft. building in Hillsboro is for sale. It has a 3400 sq. ft. 
loft apartment in it on the third level. The Goodie Mill Antique Mall is open Thursday Friday, Saturday, 10-
6.  Sunday afternoon 1:30 till 5:30.  We plan on moving to Arlington and shrinking down......lots of things 
will be for sale. I will plan a time for people to come view the loft and property and see what is for sale!!! 
I'm waiting on a little bit cooler weather! 
Bonnie Burson   bursonart@gmail.com 
254-580-5657 

 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/2019-20-best-hospitals-for-cardiology-and-heart-surgery/ss-AAF3zk3?ocid=spartandhp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/2019-20-best-hospitals-for-cardiology-and-heart-surgery/ss-AAF3zk3?ocid=spartandhp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/2019-20-us-news-best-hospitals-for-cancer/ss-AAF3BPn?ocid=spartandhp
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From our graduates: 

Clara Sue Griffith Arnsdorff:  “ I enjoyed reading what Gayla wrote.  Nice to hear from her.  I also enjoyed reading 
about Ken and Scoot---another USAF couple---too bad our paths never crossed. Our travels were not as many as 
theirs, and our last assignment, Offutt AFB, Nebraska, is still our home---too old to move again!!!” 
 

Mickey Lavy:   “Looks like I am the only one who cares about the silly mystery.  Charlie Chatham, Tom Hafford, and 
one or two other hooligans had a rubber “barf” and Charlie pretended to hurl.  It was home room at Mr. West’s room 
and he was irritated at the boys and said, “Very funny joke.  Clean it up. Clean it up.”  I thought Chatham was the 
funniest guy in school.   
I’m happy to relate that I am still in perfect health and my child-bride is still beautiful.  A few days ago, my 85 year old 
sister was complaining about getting old.  I told her to remember, there’s only two choices……either you do, or you 
don’t.  I thank God that we are all still getting old.  If it’s any comfort to anybody, we are all 11 (eleven) ….in dog 

years.  😊 Mickey” 
 

Betty Barkley Flowers: “Charles Chatham was a very good friend of mine from Jr. High on as our parents were also 
very good friends & we spent a lot of time with them.  His father, Buster Chatham, had a farm on the Gholson Rd. & 
we spent many 4th of July's there & also having dinner with them at their home on Alexander.  Both our fathers were 
in baseball.  I had not heard much about them in a long time, so this was news & I was glad to know where they 
were.” 
 

Bev Murphy Wells:  “Linda is in my prayers!  Praying for her complete recovery and no complications.  Praying for all 
the others too, and Curt!  We do have the best class members ever.  May God bless all of you!” 
 
Jerry Bridges:  “I want to encourage all my classmates battling cancer that hope abounds.  In 2009 I was 

diagnosed with prostate cancer.  Although it was found in an early stage, I underwent surgery and four 

year later radiation treatments for remaining cells which showed up at that time.  I am now ten years post-
surgery and five years post-radiation, and I am cancer free.  There is hope.” 

 
Karon Shinault Jackson: “I went to renew my driver's license at the Gatesville station and was told that as of May 

2019 I could not do that without my birth certificate or passport in addition to my old license.  It seems that we now 
have to prove that we are American citizens.” 
 

 
_____________UPDATES:________________ 

David Walsworth:   (New Address) 
David and his wife, Sharon, will be moving to Georgia on September 27.  Please make a note of their new address and 
email address: 

David Walsworth 

295 E. Crossville Road, Apt 239 

Roswell, GA 30075 
Our cell phones will stay the same; Sharon 210-413-5237 and David 210-844-5112. 

Emails are: David’s new email:  poppyw3@yahoo.com   (old: dwalsworth@icloud.com) 
Sharon sewalsworth@gmail.com    

 

Sandra Wooten Overholser: I just heard from my Urology Doctor (Sept 6).  She removed a very small tumor during 
my check up for the bladder cancer.  It was cancer, but none invasive.  I will do 3 more weeks of treatment.  I feel 
good and still traveling, going to Yoga and doing car shows and church activities.  GOD is good.  It seems like just 
yesterday we were in Waco High. 

 
 

mailto:poppyw3@yahoo.com
mailto:dwalsworth@icloud.com
mailto:sewalsworth@gmail.com


           
Scoot Baker:  “I love this music.  When I need to iron, I play 50s music.  It makes ironing fun.” 
Crozier Brown: Terrific!  Loved it. But it reminded of how bad my two left feet really were!!!  But lots of good 
memories. 
Cynthia Kirkland Mazza:  I loved it and think Janie and David need to make a video while their parts are still working.  
Thanks for cards from fellow WHS friends. 
David McPhail: Wow! Great dancing…lots of talent. It has been so long since Janie and I have danced. I guess that 
we’ll have to find some place to practice before the reunion. Of course, I don’t have a clue whether or not I can do 
some of those steps anymore. Gee! I wonder if I can do the steps that I did when I was 19 years old at Topsham AFS, 
Maine. US airmen had lots of partners since the gals from nursing schools in Lewiston and Portland, Maine nursing 
schools were at the station for the Friday night dances. Janie and I are still in touch with one of the gals. 

Terrell Reagan:  Great!!...makes my whole body ache ….  
Bev Murphy Wells: Cool, thanks for sharing!  Those were the good 'old days!  Boys were boys and girls were girls! 

 

________Birthdays________ 
6 Randy Farrar 

7 Gregory Howell 

9 Marvin Schutza 

15 Betty Barkley Flowers 

17 LuAnn Hanna Lund, & Beverly Summey Gritter 

18 John Ferguson, & David Walsworth 

21  Ken Baker 

25 Ralph Klatt 

26 Anitra Harrell Henrion 

29 Tim Lasseter Latta 

 

Medical Corner:  
 

Our graduate, Denny O’Neill wants us to know that his daughter-in-law, Mandy O’Neill, is 

CEO of Leukemia Texas.  It is his understanding that any Texas resident can access 

assistance from Leukemia Texas. Maybe if you have established a temporary address in 

Texas you might also be eligible.  It would be worth a try. 

 
Leukemia Texas, INC. was founded in 1970 to improve the quality of life for leukemia patients, and their 

families, and to provide research funds to find a cure for Leukemia.  Since 1970, LEUKEMIA TEXAS has 

funded research totaling over $7 million to Texas medical centers and over $5 million in patient 

aid.    Leukemia Texas is a charitable organization that provides limited financial assistance to Texas 

residents who have been diagnosed with leukemia. 

You can contact Denny O’Neill at doneill827@aol.com if he can be of further help to our WHS60 
classmates. 

Leukemia Texas website:      https://www.leukemiatexas.org/ 
  

mailto:doneill827@aol.com
https://www.leukemiatexas.org/


        John Anderson-  WHS 1960 Class President 

 1960          2018   

I am so excited this month to feature our class President and one of our Senior favorites.  When I asked John if he 
would share ‘just a peek’ with us into his life after graduation, I never dreamed I would be so lucky to get the 
response I did from him.  I was just blown away with excitement when I opened his letter.  John not only shared with 
us what he did after high school graduation but he started off by sharing his first memories….so that is where I am 
going to start with his story. 
You know, so much of a person’s being is formed in the early years of his/her life.  John has led a very interesting life 
and he has done such wonderful things in his profession.  John said he did not have any pictures to share with us but I 
found a few.  I think you are going to find his story as fascinating as I did.  Get ready for quite an adventure.   
 
After being discharged from WWII, John’s father was a surgeon at the local VA in Cleveland, Ohio.  As a child, John said 
his first memories were of Cleveland.   John said he remembers “it snowed in the winter and after about a day, the 
snow turned brown from the pollution”.  Their little home was not far from Lake Erie and he remembers walking to the 
shore and seeing dead fish along the rocky bank. This was near the time the Cuyahoga River, which runs through 
Cleveland and feeds into Lake Erie, caught on fire.  The Cuyahoga is famous for having been once so polluted that on 13 
different occasions it has caught on fire-- one of those occasions being in 1948.  John also remembers “trucks going up 
and down the street spraying DDT for insect control- a distinctive smell.”  Also, about once a month a coal truck 
delivered coal down a chute for the furnace in their house.   Another memory is seeing a dark cloud pass over one day 
which turned out to be a swarm of bees.  Isn’t it interesting how certain things can make such impressions on us as 
children that some 71 years later can still be remembered quite vividly?  
 
From Cleveland, John’s family moved to Gainesville, Texas where John started school.  John said they lived in a small 
ranch house outside of town and had chickens, a cow named Andria, and a horse.  While living there John took diving 
lessons from a professional diver, Bobbie James, who was a relative of Jessie James. The town of Gainesville is near the 
set location for the movie, “THE LAST PICTURE SHOW”.  John stated, “I remember a scene in which the old man (near 
death) looked across a barren “tank” (pond) and remembered how it was with youthful eyes.  I guess I am looking at 
things that way now.  So much water under the bridge, a wind is rising and the rivers flow.”    
 
After residence in Gainesville, John’s family moved for a short period of time to Wichita Falls where John still has vivid 
memories of scorpions, horned toads and many ground stickers that covered their grassless lawn.  None too soon, the 
Anderson family moved to Waco where their first house was on Alexander Street. While living on Alexander Street, John 
remembers a friend who came to visit his sister, Bennett.  That friend developed a fever, shortly afterwards paralytic 
polio and went on to live in an iron lung.  John said he also developed a high fever but his father gave him two huge 
shots of gamma immunoglobulin which saved him from paralysis.  All this occurred before vaccinations; therefore, John 
cannot imagine anyone who would not believe in vaccinations. 
 
In 1953 when Waco had its terrible tornado, John said he was downstairs underneath a table as the tornado rolled 
through. With so many people being killed or injured in that tornado, John said his father went to the hospital and did 
not return home to his family for 3 days.  John was on the RT Dennis little league baseball team; however, the RT Dennis 
building was completely destroyed and life was forever altered for so many.  
 
From Alexander Street John and his family moved into a new home on Fish Pond Road which was at the entrance of 
Ridgewood Country Club.  This was back when Fish Pond Road and Ridgewood were way out there….all by themselves.  
John’s father had their house built by a student of Frank Lloyd Wright.  John said it was a beautiful place.  His memory 



still recalls the occasional lonely car that would pass in the night and the cries of the mourning doves.  Around this same 
time, John remembers having a problem with acne and to compensate, he began to read almost everything he could 
find.  He explains, “My mother had a good library.”    
 
John played football in junior high so when he got to WHS, he joined the WHS football team.  During one of his first days 
of practice he was tackled from the side and sustained a “bucket-handled” tear of his right knee cartilage. At that time 
the treatment was surgical removal of the cartilage --so no more football for John.  He switched to track and cross 
country.  John said he was not fast enough for sprints.  
  
While at Waco High he spent two summers at a Prep School in Massachusetts studying Biology- first as a student, then 
as an instructor.  John thinks this is what got him interested in the Ivy League schools.    Being a modest man, John 
expressed these thoughts about being elected our class President:  John feels he was elected only because the votes for 
Dwayne Lee and John Davis were split.  John feels that if only one of them had run, that particular person would have 
been elected President instead of John.  Isn’t it strange how we perceive things in our minds when we are young and 
among our peers?   
 
After graduation from WHS, John went to Yale for two years. Back in the sixties, Yale was an all-boys school.  John said 
he got a wonderful education but it was lonely.  He was on the swim team but only good enough to do relays and run 
cross country.  In 1963 John came back to Waco just about the time JFK was killed in Dallas.  John decided to see what 
else life had to offer so he drove to Houston and joined the Merchant Marines…said he had a card stating that he was 
“an ordinary seaman and wiper”.  Prior to going on a ship, he drove by the Texas National Guard Headquarters and 
went in to see if they needed “a few good men.”   They did, so he signed up.  John said that was the worst day of his 
parents’ life!  He had six months in the army basic training…first at Fort Polk in the swamps of NW Louisiana, then basic 
medic training at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio.  After that, he said he learned his lesson-- so it was back to school at 
Baylor for him.  He completed college with credits for History and English majors including premed courses.  John said he 
never graduated from Baylor because he did not take the religion courses that Baylor required.  He applied for Medical 
school and Law school.  Naturally, he was accepted for both.   Claimed John, “Picked medicine, would have made a 
terrible lawyer.” 
 
John attended Medical School at George Washington University in Washington, D.C.  He found it most interesting that 
the med school was located in the old hospital building where he had been born.  Once John had left Texas, he assumed 
he had also left the National Guard….but as a senior he got a letter stating that he had to attend training meetings, so he 
went twice to a monthly meeting with a unit in Baltimore.  John said it might have worked out that his 6 year “service” 
would be completed even though he had only spent maybe one year attending meetings; however, they called his 
Baltimore unit to active duty during the Pueblo Crisis in Korea.  John transferred to what was called the Berry Plan.  The 
Berry Plan is:  after two years of surgical residency, he had to spend two years active duty, then return to complete his 
residency.  So, John went to UCLA for surgical internship and residency, followed by two years at Offutt Air Force Base in 
Nebraska, then back to UCLA to complete his residency in Urological surgery.  One year of John’s urological training was 
spent in London, England, working with John Blandy, a world famous urologist.  
 
John said as an aside, “I might mention that military pay is determined by how long you have served.  My 1963 Texas 
National Guard followed by 27 years of active duty (22 years overseas) gave me over 40 years of uninterrupted 
service.  Sometimes terrible things don’t look so bad in the future; The Lord, at times, smiles on fools.” 
 
While in the USAF John spent most of his time overseas:  Alaska (then considered overseas), the Philippines, Japan 
(twice) Germany, and Iceland.  He spent five years at Travis Air Force Base in California where he and Ursula, his wife, 
bought their home.  John attended Flight School and became a Flight Surgeon.  He was instructor in Advanced Cardiac 
Life Support and Advanced Trauma Life Support.  About every four months he went to San Antonio to teach the Trauma 
course.  One of the things he taught was wound care.  John describes an M-16 rifle wound as truly devastating.  He said 
the bullets of an M-16- (similar to AK 47 assault rifle) are small but they travel extremely rapidly-- the force of the 
projectile is its mass times the square of its velocity.  It will have a tiny, almost non-existent entry wound but a 6 inch 
gaping necrotic wound on the exit side.  John was an expert with both the M-16 and the handgun but said he abhors 
guns and does not think they have a place in civilized society.   



Regarding major life events for John, he mentions these: 
1.  “Walking home one afternoon in the Philippines, the earth shook like a trampoline.  It was a major 

earthquake in the mountains two hundred miles away.  I was the MASH Unit Commander and with my group 
we went by helicopter to Baugio, landing on a golf course in the dark with night vision goggles.  Over 3000 
people were killed, 100 of them being in the 10 story Hyatt Hotel that collapsed to ground level.  We set up 
clinics and a hospital but there was little we could do.  I practiced amputations with my orthopedic friend.  
Crush injuries are some of the worst. 

2. In Japan:  Every year we had an exercise in South Korea “Military Training”.  North Korea was (as now) 
building an atomic arsenal.  One afternoon I was running near the runway of Osan Air Base.  Unusual planes 
were on the runway—Nuclear Fighter bombers.  We were preparing to attack the North Koreans!  After the 
training exercise I received orders to remain in South Korea.  Medical O-6 officers from Army, Navy and 
(myself ) Air Force were assembled and given a week deployment on a banana helicopter to assess our 
capacity to withstand the North Korean response to our attack.  There were two 500-bed mothball hospitals, 
many isolated depots of medical supplies.  We even walked through a large North Korean tunnel under the 
DMZ.  I was sure that “if and when” I would not survive.  Fortunately Madeleine Albright met with the North 
Korean leader and the crisis was aborted.  I was home in 2 days.   

3. In Iceland:  A terrorist truck bomb blew up our Khobar Tower Building in Saudi Arabia (1996).  I was sent that 
night to set up a medical unit for the wounded.  The bomb must have been massive- a 10 foot hole in the 
street.  Most of the wounded were injured by the blast and flying glass. After several days I was sent to Riyad 
to run the clinic there.  As I was flight surgeon, I could fly on the AWAC spy planes over Iraq.  I flew over 100 
hours on these missions.  The planes had super sophisticated equipment to monitor any weapons for several 
hundred miles.  The Iraq army had basically ‘no- to- few’ weapons, not even pea shooters.  You can imagine 
my surprise to find out about the “weapons of mass destruction” that we used to justify our attack on Iraq. I 
was disgusted to find our politicians got us into a disastrous war that is still going on.  Now it appears they are 
up to it again, this time against Iran.” 
 
Activities in John’s life: 
“For 20 years I ran long distance (5-10-20km+ marathon) races.  My right knee failed in a big way! I had a 
Baker’s cyst that ruptured several times- what agony!  One day I noticed an edematous red patch on the 
lateral area of my knee which within one hour doubled in size. I had seen this before.  I was promptly sent to 
the hospital for emergency surgery- widespread debridement for Necrotizing Fasciitis (50% mortality).  The 
wound didn’t close so I spent a month having hyperbaric treatments which worked. 
 
About 10 years ago I had knee replacement surgery.  What a great operation.  I felt like Clark Kent coming out 
of the phone booth.  I had to stop running so I took up long distance swimming.  I have entered over 150 races 
all over the world.  (South Africa, Cayman Islands, Hudson River, Lake Michigan, Charleston South Carolina, 
Columbia River, Alcatraz (10 times), Waco- the Brazos River, all over California (was Open Water champion 
one year), Bermuda, and in August of last year and again this year swam under the Golden Gate Bridge.” 
 
John’s interests:   
“Science:  I attend AAAS (American Association for the Advancement of Science)meetings,  
 American Geophysical Union and American College of Surgeons meetings. 
 
Confirmed Luddite: (Look it up) - I do not use a cell phone or computer. 
 
Travel:  After Urology Residency I spent one year going around the world.  London to Katmandu by bus,  
Asia, Australia, etc., all continents, over 200 countries.  In the last several months we have been to Kenya and 
Tanzania,  Japan, drove 7000 miles across USA (The Best Country in the world), and Ashland, Oregon for AAAS 
meeting and Shakespeare play – Macbeth. 
 
My favorite destinations:  Bhutan-Ladakh, Sri Lanka, Antarctica, Various African Nations (South Africa-
Namibia-Botswana plus Mali and Libya). 
I am also interested in Astronomy, Geology and Nonmathematical physics.” 



John said he almost never looks in a mirror as he shaves in the shower.  He said when he sees a photograph of 
himself, he wonders who that old man is.  As a parting bit of knowledge John said, “There are 5 Billion cells in 
the human brain which each might store a memory.”   I just wonder what memories each of our brains will 
store after reading about such an exciting and rewarding life that our class President has led.  Thank you 
tremendously, John, for sharing so much of your existence with us.  You may have taken the Road Less Traveled 
but wow! Have you traveled!  I, for one, am just amazed at where you have been and what all you have 
accomplished.  I feel certain that others in our class will be as impressed as I am.  And, as an aside, I think the 
election of our class President was spot-on!  
 

 
L-r:  Jack Martin, John Anderson enjoying our 50th Reunion in 2010 
 
 
 
John, in June 2018 when he won first place in his age group at the Alcatraz Sharkfest Swim 

 
 
 
Our sympathies remain extended to John in the recent loss of his wife, Ursula. 

 
 

 



Do you recognize this pretty high school girl?  It is Gayla Miller.  John Davis drew this of 
Gayla while in high school.   A spitting image of Gayla as she walked our hallowed halls. 

    pretty as ever 
 
 
 

 11 year-old Terrell, with black eye….   
 
 

!!!!!     www.whs60.org     !!!!! 
 
 

http://www.whs60.org/


       
 
 
OOPS—ever felt like this?              Which end were you on-  giving or receiving? 

 

-Mother Teresa 

 
 



Can you identify any?  George Banik sent this….. 

 

 
 
 
 



 

          
 

 

 
 
 

 


